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Abstract : For an ample groupoid G, Matui-type groupoid homology H•(G;Z) is built from the nerve

G• via the Moore complex of compactly supported locally constant chains Cc(Gn,Z), with differ-

ential the alternating sum of pushforwards along the face maps. For a discrete group the theory
agrees with the singular homology of the classifying space. For a totally disconnected locally com-

pact Hausdorff space, viewed as a groupoid of units, it computes compactly supported cohomology

instead, which is not a homotopy invariant. We make the resulting discrepancy explicit: for the
unit groupoid on the Cantor set X we compute H0(G;Z) ∼= C(X,Z), a countable group, whereas

Hsing
0 (BG;Z) ∼=

⊕
x∈X Z has cardinality 2ℵ0 . Cardinality alone separates the two groups, and it

separates them in degree 0 already. In every positive degree they agree for this groupoid.

Key words: ample groupoid, étale groupoid, groupoid homology, classifying space, singular homol-

ogy, Cantor set.

MSC (2020): 22A22, 55R35, 55N35, 55U10, 54H11.

1. Introduction and statement

A groupoid gives rise to two homotopy-theoretic invariants, both built
from the same nerve G•, yet with opposite variance in the chain data. On
the one hand, Matui-type groupoid homology H•(G;Z) is the homology of
the Moore complex (Definition 2.11) of compactly supported locally constant
Z-valued functions on the nerve, the differential being the alternating sum of
fiberwise-sum pushforwards along the face maps. The theory goes back to
Crainic and Moerdijk [2, Section 3] and was recast for ample groupoids by
Matui [5, Definition 3.1] and recalled in [3, Section 4]. On the other hand,
the geometric realization of G• is the classifying space BG, whose singular
homology Hsing

• (BG;Z) records its homotopy type.
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For a discrete group Γ, regarded as a groupoid with a single unit, the
two invariants agree: groupoid homology is then group homology [2, 3.5(1)],
and group homology is the singular homology of the classifying space BΓ
[1, Chapter II, p. 36]. One might be tempted to expect the same for every
ample groupoid. Groups sit at one end of that class, and what happens at
the other end argues against it. A totally disconnected locally compact Haus-
dorff space X, regarded as a groupoid consisting of units only, has groupoid
homology Hn(X;Z) ∼= H−nc (X;Z), the cohomology with compact supports
placed in negative degrees [2, 3.5(3)]. In particular H0(X;Z) ∼= Cc(X,Z) and
Hn(X;Z) = 0 for n ≥ 1, as stated for zero-dimensional spaces in [3, Propo-
sition 4.4]. Compactly supported cohomology is not a homotopy invariant,
so for a space there is no reason for the two theories to agree. Any claim of
agreement across the whole class has to account for both ends of it, groups
and spaces. We work out the second.

Degree 0 already separates the two theories. Groupoid homology records
there the locally constant integer-valued functions on the unit space, singular
homology the path components. On a totally disconnected unit space these
two pieces of data are incomparable, and the following proposition turns the
gap between them into an unconditional non-isomorphism, by cardinality.

Proposition 1.1. Let X := {0, 1}N be the Cantor set and let G := (X ⇒
X) be the unit groupoid. Then

H0(G;Z) ∼= C(X,Z), Hn(G;Z) = 0 for all n ≥ 1, (1.1)

whereas

Hsing
0 (BG;Z) ∼=

⊕
x∈X

Z. (1.2)

The first group is countable and the last has cardinality 2ℵ0 . In particular
H0(G;Z) 6∼= Hsing

0 (BG;Z).

All notions entering Proposition 1.1 are defined in the body of the note:
the unit groupoid in Examples 2.3, groupoid homology H•(G;Z) in Definition
2.13, the classifying space BG and singular homology Hsing

• in Section 4, and
the direct sum

⊕
x∈X Z in Definition 4.5. The groupoid homology of a space is

not computed here for the first time. It appears as [3, Proposition 4.4] and is
contained in [2, 3.5(3)]. We give the elementary proof because the comparison
with the classifying space is the point of this note, and that comparison needs
both sides in one explicit model.
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Section 2 defines étale and ample groupoids, the nerve, the pushforward
of compactly supported locally constant functions, and groupoid homology.
Section 3 computes H•(G;Z) for the Cantor unit groupoid. Section 4 identifies
BG with X and computes Hsing

0 . Section 5 separates the two groups by
cardinality and completes the proof of Proposition 1.1.

2. Groupoid homology via pushforward
and the Moore complex

This section supplies the definitions used in Proposition 1.1, in the order
in which they build on one another: groupoids, étale and ample groupoids,
the nerve, the fiberwise-sum pushforward, and the Moore complex, whose
homology is groupoid homology. Functoriality of the pushforward under local
homeomorphisms (Lemma 2.10) is what makes the differential square to zero.

Grupoids and the nerve

Definition 2.1. A groupoid G is a small category all of whose morphisms
are invertible. We identify G with its set of morphisms, called arrows, and its
objects with the units, the identity morphisms G(0) ⊆ G. We write r, s : G →
G(0) for the maps assigning to an arrow the unit at its target and at its
source, G(2) := {(γ, η) ∈ G × G : s(γ) = r(η)} for the set of composable
pairs, (γ, η) 7→ γη for composition and γ 7→ γ−1 for inversion. A topological
groupoid is a groupoid G equipped with a topology for which composition
G(2) → G and inversion G → G are continuous, where G(2) carries the subspace
topology of G × G and G(0) that of G.

In a topological groupoid the maps r and s are continuous, since r(γ) =
γγ−1 and s(γ) = γ−1γ, and inversion is a homeomorphism, being a continuous
involution.

Definition 2.2. An étale groupoid is a topological groupoid G whose
topology is locally compact and Hausdorff and whose range map r : G → G(0)

is a local homeomorphism: every γ ∈ G has an open neighborhood U ⊆ G
such that r(U) is open in G(0) and r|U : U → r(U) is a homeomorphism. A
bisection of an étale groupoid is an open set U ⊆ G such that r|U and s|U
are homeomorphisms onto open subsets of G(0). An étale groupoid is ample
if G(0) has a basis of compact open sets.

Since s = r ◦ (·)−1 and inversion is a homeomorphism, the source map
of an étale groupoid is a local homeomorphism as well. Every arrow of an
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étale groupoid lies in a bisection: intersect an open neighborhood on which
r restricts to a homeomorphism onto an open set with one on which s does.
On the open intersection both restrictions remain injective, continuous and
open onto their open images. The convention for étale groupoids is that of [5,
Section 2]. For ample groupoids compare [3, Section 2.1], where a groupoid is
called ample if it is étale with zero-dimensional unit space, equivalently if it
has a basis of compact open bisections.

Examples 2.3. (a) A discrete group Γ is an ample groupoid: all elements
are arrows, the only unit is the neutral element, r and s are constant, and the
topology is discrete.

(b) Every locally compact Hausdorff space X is a topological groupoid
with G = G(0) = X, r = s = idX and xx = x for all x ∈ X, the unit groupoid
X ⇒ X. It is étale, and it is ample exactly if X has a basis of compact open
sets. The Cantor set {0, 1}N has such a basis, given by the sets of sequences
with prescribed first n coordinates, so the unit groupoid of Proposition 1.1
is ample.

(c) The unit groupoid of the real line R is étale but not ample, since R
has no nonempty compact open subset.

For n ≥ 0 set [n] := {0, 1, . . . , n}. A map θ : [m] → [n] is monotone if
θ(i) ≤ θ(j) whenever i ≤ j. For n ≥ 1 and 0 ≤ i ≤ n, the i-th coface
δni : [n − 1] → [n] is the unique monotone injection whose image omits i.
Explicitly, δni (k) = k for k < i and δni (k) = k + 1 for k ≥ i.

Lemma 2.4. For n ≥ 2 and 0 ≤ i < j ≤ n one has

δnj ◦ δn−1
i = δni ◦ δn−1

j−1 . (2.1)

Proof. Composites of monotone injections are monotone injections, and
a monotone injection is determined by its image, so it suffices to compare
images. Since δnj (i) = i for i < j, the left-hand side has image

δnj
(
[n− 1] \ {i}

)
=
(
[n] \ {j}

)
\ {i} δnj injective

= [n] \ {i, j}.
(2.2)

Since δni (j − 1) = j for j − 1 ≥ i, the right-hand side has image

δni
(
[n− 1] \ {j − 1}

)
=
(
[n] \ {i}

)
\ {j} δni injective

= [n] \ {i, j}
(2.3)

as well.
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Definition 2.5. A simplicial space L• is a family (Ln)n≥0 of topological
spaces together with a continuous map θ∗ : Ln → Lm for every monotone
θ : [m]→ [n], such that (id[n])

∗ = idLn for all n ≥ 0 and (θ ◦ θ′)∗ = θ′∗ ◦ θ∗ for
all monotone θ′ : [l]→ [m] and θ : [m]→ [n]. A morphism of simplicial spaces
f• : L• → L′• is a family of continuous maps fn : Ln → L′n with fm ◦ θ∗ =
θ∗ ◦ fn for every monotone θ : [m]→ [n]. It is an isomorphism if every fn is a
homeomorphism.

If every fn is a homeomorphism, the family (f−1
n )n≥0 is again a morphism,

since fm ◦ θ∗ = θ∗ ◦ fn gives θ∗ ◦ f−1
n = f−1

m ◦ θ∗. An isomorphism of simplicial
spaces has an inverse morphism.

Definition 2.6. Let G be a topological groupoid with unit space X :=
G(0). Set G0 := X and, for n ≥ 1,

Gn :=
{

(γ1, . . . , γn) ∈ Gn : s(γi) = r(γi+1) for 1 ≤ i ≤ n− 1
}
, (2.4)

with the subspace topology of Gn. For g = (γ1, . . . , γn) ∈ Gn define units
x0(g) := r(γ1) and xk(g) := s(γk) for 1 ≤ k ≤ n. For g = x ∈ G0 set
x0(g) := x. For 0 ≤ a ≤ b ≤ n write γa,b := γa+1γa+2 · · · γb ∈ G for a < b, and
γa,a := xa(g). The product is well defined by associativity, and induction on
b− a, respectively c− b, from associativity and the unit laws gives

r(γa,b) = xa(g), s(γa,b) = xb(g), γa,b γb,c = γa,c for a ≤ b ≤ c. (2.5)

The nerve of G is the family G• = (Gn)n≥0 with the structure maps

θ∗ : Gn → Gm, θ∗(g) :=
(
γθ(0),θ(1), γθ(1),θ(2), . . . , γθ(m−1),θ(m)

)
(2.6)

for monotone θ : [m]→ [n] with m ≥ 1, and θ∗(g) := xθ(0)(g) for m = 0. The
string θ∗(g) is composable since s(γθ(j−1),θ(j)) = xθ(j)(g) = r(γθ(j),θ(j+1)). For
n ≥ 1 and 0 ≤ i ≤ n the i-th face map is di := (δni )∗ : Gn → Gn−1.

Unwinding the definition: for n ≥ 2,

di(γ1, . . . , γn) =


(γ2, . . . , γn), i = 0,

(γ1, . . . , γiγi+1, . . . , γn), 0 < i < n,

(γ1, . . . , γn−1), i = n,

(2.7)

while for n = 1 the two face maps are d0 = s and d1 = r : G1 = G → G0 = G(0).
The map θ∗ for the monotone surjection [n + 1] → [n] that takes the value i
twice inserts the unit xi(g) after the i-th entry. These maps are the degeneracy
maps si : Gn → Gn+1 for 0 ≤ i ≤ n.
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Lemma 2.7. For every topological groupoid G the nerve G• is a simplicial
space, and for all n ≥ 2 and 0 ≤ i < j ≤ n,

di ◦ dj = dj−1 ◦ di : Gn → Gn−2. (2.8)

Proof. • Continuity of θ∗. For 1 ≤ k ≤ n the iterated multiplica-
tion µk : Gk → G with µk(γ1, . . . , γk) := γ1 · · · γk is continuous by induction
on k: the map µ1 is the inclusion G1 = G, and g 7→

(
µk−1(γ1, . . . , γk−1), γk

)
is a continuous map into G(2), because s(γ1 · · · γk−1) = s(γk−1) = r(γk), so
composing with the continuous multiplication G(2) → G gives µk. Every com-
ponent of θ∗ is a µk applied to a subtuple of consecutive entries, or a unit
xa(g) ∈ {r(γa+1), s(γa)}, or, for n = 0, the point g itself, hence continuous. A
map into the subspace Gm ⊆ Gm is continuous as soon as its components are.

• Functoriality. One has (id[n])
∗ = id since γk−1,k = γk. Let θ′ : [l]→

[m] and θ : [m]→ [n] be monotone, g ∈ Gn, and h := θ∗(g). The units of h are
xk(h) = xθ(k)(g): for m = 0 this reads x0(h) = h = xθ(0)(g) by definition, and
for m ≥ 1 one has x0(h) = r(γθ(0),θ(1)) = xθ(0)(g) and xk(h) = s(γθ(k−1),θ(k)) =
xθ(k)(g) for 1 ≤ k ≤ m. Writing ηa,b for the partial products formed from h,
the identity γa,bγb,c = γa,c telescopes to

ηa,b = γθ(a),θ(a+1) · · · γθ(b−1),θ(b) by (2.6)

= γθ(a),θ(b), by (2.5)
(2.9)

including the case a = b, where ηa,a = xa(h) = xθ(a)(g) = γθ(a),θ(a). Hence

θ′∗(θ∗(g)) =
(
ηθ′(j−1),θ′(j)

)
1≤j≤l by (2.6)

=
(
γθθ′(j−1),θθ′(j)

)
1≤j≤l by (2.9)

= (θ ◦ θ′)∗(g), by (2.6)

(2.10)

and for l = 0 likewise θ′∗(h) = xθ′(0)(h) = xθθ′(0)(g) = (θ ◦ θ′)∗(g).

• Face identity. By functoriality and Lemma 2.4,

di ◦ dj = (δnj ◦ δn−1
i )∗ by (2.10)

= (δni ◦ δn−1
j−1 )∗ by (2.1)

= dj−1 ◦ di, by (2.10)

(2.11)

which is (2.8).
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Lemma 2.8. Let G be an ample groupoid. Then:

1. for every n ≥ 0 the space Gn is locally compact, Hausdorff and totally
disconnected;

2. for every n ≥ 1 and 0 ≤ i ≤ n the face map di : Gn → Gn−1 is a local
homeomorphism.

Proof. • G has a basis of compact open sets. Let γ ∈ G and let
Ω ⊆ G be an open neighborhood of γ. Choose an open U ⊆ Ω with γ ∈ U such
that r|U is a homeomorphism onto the open set r(U) ⊆ G(0) (Definition 2.2).
Since G is ample, there is a compact open V ⊆ G(0) with r(γ) ∈ V ⊆ r(U).
Then (r|U )−1(V ) is a compact open neighborhood of γ contained in Ω.

• G is totally disconnected. Let γ 6= η in G. As G is Hausdorff,
there is an open Ω 3 γ with η /∈ Ω, and inside it a compact open A with
γ ∈ A ⊆ Ω. Compact subsets of Hausdorff spaces are closed, so A is clopen.
Every S ⊆ G containing γ and η is disconnected by S ∩ A and S \ A, so the
connected components of G are singletons.

• The spaces Gn. The product Gn is locally compact Hausdorff, being a
finite product of such spaces, and totally disconnected, since the components
of a product are the products of components. The subset Gn ⊆ Gn is closed: it
is the intersection of the sets {g ∈ Gn : s(γi) = r(γi+1)} for 1 ≤ i ≤ n−1, each
the preimage of the closed diagonal of G(0) × G(0) under the continuous map
g 7→ (s(γi), r(γi+1)). A closed subspace of a locally compact Hausdorff space
is locally compact Hausdorff, and every subspace of a totally disconnected
space is totally disconnected. The space G0 = G(0) is a subspace of G, hence
Hausdorff and totally disconnected, and it is locally compact because it has a
basis of compact open sets.

• Outer faces. For n = 1, d0 = s and d1 = r are local homeo-
morphisms by Definition 2.2 and the paragraph following it. Let n ≥ 2
and g = (γ1, . . . , γn) ∈ Gn, and choose a bisection U 3 γ1. Then U :=
(U × Gn−1) ∩ Gn is an open neighborhood of g and V := {(η1, . . . , ηn−1) ∈
Gn−1 : r(η1) ∈ s(U)} is open in Gn−1. The map ψ : V → U given by
ψ(η1, . . . , ηn−1) :=

(
(s|U )−1(r(η1)), η1, . . . , ηn−1

)
is well defined and contin-

uous, and d0(U) ⊆ V because r(γ2) = s(γ1) ∈ s(U). Moreover d0 ◦ ψ = idV ,
and ψ ◦ d0|U = idU since s|U is injective and γ1 ∈ U . Hence d0|U : U → V is
a homeomorphism onto an open set, so d0 is a local homeomorphism. The
face dn is treated symmetrically, with a bisection U ′ 3 γn and the entry
(r|U ′)−1(s(ηn−1)) appended.
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• Inner faces. Let n ≥ 2 and 0 < i < n, and choose bisections U 3 γi
and V 3 γi+1. On the open set r−1(r(U)) ⊆ G define the continuous maps
λ(ζ) := (r|U )−1(r(ζ)) ∈ U and Φ(ζ) := λ(ζ)−1ζ, the latter defined since
s(λ(ζ)−1) = r(λ(ζ)) = r(ζ). Set UV := Φ−1(V ), an open subset of G. Every
ζ ∈ UV factors as ζ = λ(ζ) Φ(ζ) with λ(ζ) ∈ U and Φ(ζ) ∈ V , since

λ(ζ)
(
λ(ζ)−1ζ

)
=
(
λ(ζ)λ(ζ)−1

)
ζ associativity

= r(ζ) ζ r(λ(ζ)) = r(ζ)

= ζ, unit law

(2.12)

and the factorization into an element of U times an element of V is unique:
ζ = γη with γ ∈ U and η ∈ V forces r(γ) = r(ζ), hence γ = λ(ζ) by injectivity
of r|U , and then η = γ−1ζ = Φ(ζ). Now U := (Gi−1 × U × V × Gn−i−1) ∩ Gn
is an open neighborhood of g, and V := {(η1, . . . , ηn−1) ∈ Gn−1 : ηi ∈ UV } is
open in Gn−1. For h = (η1, . . . , ηn−1) ∈ V the string

ψ(h) := (η1, . . . , ηi−1, λ(ηi),Φ(ηi), ηi+1, . . . , ηn−1) (2.13)

is composable, since s(ηi−1) = r(ηi) = r(λ(ηi)), s(λ(ηi)) = r(λ(ηi)
−1) =

r(Φ(ηi)) and s(Φ(ηi)) = s(ηi) = r(ηi+1), the first condition being vacu-
ous for i = 1 and the last for i = n − 1, and ψ is continuous. Then
di(U) ⊆ V, because λ(γiγi+1) = γi and Φ(γiγi+1) = γ−1

i γiγi+1 = γi+1 ∈ V .
The same computation gives ψ ◦ di|U = idU , and di ◦ ψ = idV by the fac-
torization λ(ηi) Φ(ηi) = ηi. Hence di|U : U → V is a homeomorphism onto
an open set.

Pushforward

The chains of the Moore complex are compactly supported locally constant
functions, and its differential moves them along the face maps. We now define
that operation and establish its basic properties.

Definition 2.9. Let Y be locally compact Hausdorff and totally discon-
nected. Set

Cc(Y,Z) := {f : Y → Z : f locally constant, supp(f) compact}. (2.14)

Since f is locally constant and Z is discrete, {f 6= 0} = f−1(Z\{0}) is clopen,
so supp(f) = {f 6= 0} is a compact open subset of Y .
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If Z is locally compact Hausdorff and totally disconnected, p : Y → Z is a
local homeomorphism and f ∈ Cc(Y,Z), define p∗f : Z → Z by

(p∗f)(z) :=
∑

y∈p−1(z)

f(y). (2.15)

The sum is finite: p−1(z) is closed (as Z is Hausdorff and p continuous) and
discrete (as p is a local homeomorphism), so supp(f) ∩ p−1(z) is a compact
discrete set, hence finite, and only its points contribute.

Lemma 2.10. Let Y , Z and W be locally compact Hausdorff and totally
disconnected, and let p : Y → Z be a local homeomorphism. Then:

1. p∗f ∈ Cc(Z,Z) for every f ∈ Cc(Y,Z),

2. if q : Z →W is a local homeomorphism, then (q ◦ p)∗ = q∗ p∗,

3. if p is a homeomorphism, then p∗ = (p−1)∗, the pullback f 7→ f ◦ p−1.

Proof. Fix f ∈ Cc(Y,Z) and put K := supp(f), a compact open set with
f |Y \K = 0.
• Local constancy of p∗f . Fix z ∈ Z and enumerate the (finite) fiber

of the support,

K ∩ p−1(z) = {y1, . . . , ym}, m ≥ 0. (2.16)

Because p is a local homeomorphism, f is locally constant, and Y is Hausdorff,
we may choose pairwise disjoint open sets V1, . . . , Vm with yj ∈ Vj such that
for each j the restriction p|Vj : Vj → p(Vj) is a homeomorphism onto an open
set and f |Vj ≡ f(yj). Indeed, a local-homeomorphism chart at yj gives the
first condition on a neighborhood, intersecting with the clopen set on which
f is constantly f(yj) gives the second, and Hausdorffness lets us shrink the
finitely many Vj to be disjoint. Set K ′ := K \ (V1 ∪ · · · ∪ Vm). This is closed
in K, hence compact, and contains no point of p−1(z), since every point of K
over z is some yj ∈ Vj . Thus z /∈ p(K ′), and p(K ′) is compact, hence closed
in Z. Consequently

W ′ :=
(
Z \ p(K ′)

)
∩

m⋂
j=1

p(Vj) (2.17)

is an open neighborhood of z (each p(Vj) 3 z is open, and for m = 0 the empty
intersection is read as Z). We claim p∗f ≡ (p∗f)(z) on W ′. Fix z′ ∈W ′. For
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each j, since z′ ∈ p(Vj) and p|Vj is bijective onto p(Vj), there is a unique
y′j ∈ Vj with p(y′j) = z′, and f(y′j) = f(yj). The y′j are distinct as the Vj are

disjoint. Every y ∈ p−1(z′) with f(y) 6= 0 lies in K, and since z′ /∈ p(K ′) it
cannot lie in K ′, so it lies in some Vj and hence equals y′j . Therefore

(p∗f)(z′) =
∑

y∈p−1(z′)

f(y) by (2.15)

=

m∑
j=1

f(y′j) the nonzero terms sit at the y′j

=
m∑
j=1

f(yj) f(y′j) = f(yj)

= (p∗f)(z). by (2.15)

(2.18)

As z ∈ Z was arbitrary, p∗f is locally constant.

• Compact support of p∗f . If z /∈ p(K), then p−1(z) ∩ K = ∅ and
(p∗f)(z) = 0, so {p∗f 6= 0} ⊆ p(K). Since p(K) is compact, hence closed, we
get supp(p∗f) ⊆ p(K), so supp(p∗f) is compact. With local constancy this
gives p∗f ∈ Cc(Z,Z).

• Functoriality. Let q : Z → W be a local homeomorphism. Then
q ◦ p is a local homeomorphism (shrink a chart of p at each point until its
image lies inside a chart of q), so (q ◦ p)∗ is defined. Fix w ∈ W . The
fibers {p−1(z)}z∈q−1(w) partition (q ◦ p)−1(w) = p−1

(
q−1(w)

)
, and K ∩ (q ◦

p)−1(w) is finite by the argument of Definition 2.9 applied to q ◦ p. Hence the
rearrangement(

(q ◦ p)∗f
)
(w) =

∑
y∈(q◦p)−1(w)

f(y) by (2.15)

=
∑

z∈q−1(w)

∑
y∈p−1(z)

f(y) partition of (q ◦ p)−1(w)

=
∑

z∈q−1(w)

(p∗f)(z) by (2.15)

=
(
q∗(p∗f)

)
(w) by (2.15)

(2.19)

is a finite reindexing, valid termwise. Thus (q ◦ p)∗ = q∗ p∗.

• Homeomorphisms. If p is a homeomorphism, p−1(z) is the singleton
{p−1(z)}, so (p∗f)(z) = f

(
p−1(z)

)
=
(
(p−1)∗f

)
(z). Thus p∗ = (p−1)∗.
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The Moore complex

Definition 2.11. Let G be an ample groupoid. By part 1 of Lemma 2.8
each Gn is locally compact Hausdorff and totally disconnected, so Definition
2.9 applies to it, and by part 2 of Lemma 2.8 and part 1 of Lemma 2.10 each
face map induces a pushforward (di)∗ : Cc(Gn,Z) → Cc(Gn−1,Z). The Moore
complex of G is

Cn(G;Z) := Cc(Gn,Z), (2.20)

∂n :=
n∑
i=0

(−1)i(di)∗ : Cn(G;Z)→ Cn−1(G;Z) (n ≥ 1), ∂0 := 0,

where C−1(G;Z) := 0.

In words, the Moore complex is the unnormalized chain complex of the sim-
plicial abelian group n 7→ Cc(Gn,Z): its groups are the compactly supported
locally constant chains on the nerve, and its differential is the alternating sum
of the face pushforwards.

Lemma 2.12. For every ample groupoid G and every n ≥ 1 one has ∂n−1 ◦
∂n = 0. In particular, the Moore complex is a chain complex.

Proof. For n = 1 this holds because ∂0 = 0, so let n ≥ 2. Functoriality
(part 2 of Lemma 2.10) turns each composite of face pushforwards into the
pushforward of a composite, and the face identity (2.8) governs those com-
posites. Concretely,

∂n−1∂n =

n−1∑
i=0

n∑
j=0

(−1)i+j(di)∗(dj)∗ by (2.20),

=
n−1∑
i=0

n∑
j=0

(−1)i+j(di ◦ dj)∗ by part 2 of Lemma 2.10.

(2.21)

Split the index set into i < j and i ≥ j. On the first block di◦dj = dj−1◦di
by (2.8), so reindexing by (a, b) := (i, j − 1) rewrites it as

−
∑

0≤a≤b≤n−1

(−1)a+b(db ◦ da)∗. (2.22)
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The second block is exactly

+
∑

0≤a≤b≤n−1

(−1)a+b(db ◦ da)∗. (2.23)

The two cancel, so ∂n−1∂n = 0.

Definition 2.13. The groupoid homology of an ample groupoid G is

Hn(G;Z) :=
ker(∂n)

im(∂n+1)
, n ≥ 0, (2.24)

the homology of its Moore complex.

For ample groupoids this is the homology introduced by Matui [5, Defini-
tion 3.1]. It reframes, for ample groupoids, the compactly supported homology
theory of Crainic and Moerdijk [2, Section 3], as explained in [3, Section 4].

3. The Cantor unit groupoid and Moore homology

Throughout this section X := {0, 1}N carries the product topology. For
n ∈ N and ε ∈ {0, 1}n let the cylinder be

[ε] := {x = (xk)k∈N ∈ X : x1 = ε1, . . . , xn = εn}. (3.1)

Each [ε] is clopen, and the cylinders form a countable clopen basis of X.

Let G := (X ⇒ X) be the unit groupoid of the item (b) of Examples 2.3,
so the only arrows are units and r = s = idX . A composable n-string of units
forces all base points to agree, whence

Gn = {(x1, . . . , xn) ∈ Xn : x1 = · · · = xn} = {(x, . . . , x) : x ∈ X} (3.2)

for n ≥ 1 and G0 = X. For n ≥ 1 let ιn : X → Gn and ρn : Gn → X be the
mutually inverse homeomorphisms

ιn(x) = (x, . . . , x), ρn(x, . . . , x) = x, ρn ◦ ιn = idX , (3.3)

and put ι0 := ρ0 := idX (all are continuous: the components of ιn are idX , and
ρn is the restriction of a coordinate projection). The outer faces d0, dn delete
an end coordinate. An inner face di (0 < i < n) multiplies two units over the
same point, which again deletes one coordinate. Either way the output is the
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constant tuple over the same base point, so for all 0 ≤ i ≤ n, including n = 1,
where d0 = s and d1 = r:

di = ιn−1 ◦ ρn. (3.4)

Since X is compact and Z is discrete, every continuous map X → Z has fi-
nite image, hence is locally constant with compact support. Thus Cc(Gn,Z) =
C(Gn,Z), and pullback along the homeomorphism ρn furnishes the identifying
isomorphism

ρ∗n : C(X,Z)
∼=−→ C(Gn,Z), ρ∗nf = f ◦ ρn, (ρ∗n)−1 = ι∗n. (3.5)

Lemma 3.1. For every n ≥ 1 and 0 ≤ i ≤ n, the pushforward

(di)∗ : Cn(G;Z) −→ Cn−1(G;Z)

becomes idC(X,Z) under the identifications ρ∗n, ρ
∗
n−1.

Proof. It suffices to track a generic f ∈ C(X,Z), identified with ρ∗nf ∈
C(Gn,Z), and to show (di)∗(ρ

∗
nf) = ρ∗n−1f . From (3.4) and functoriality (part

2 of Lemma 2.10, (di)∗ = (ιn−1)∗ (ρn)∗. Both factors are pushforwards along
homeomorphisms, so part 3 of Lemma 2.10 reads them as precomposition with
the inverse:

(ρn)∗ = (ρ−1
n )∗ = ι∗n, (ιn−1)∗ = (ι−1

n−1)∗ = ρ∗n−1. (3.6)

Applying these in turn,

(ρn)∗(ρ
∗
nf) = (f ◦ ρn) ◦ ρ−1

n = f,

(ιn−1)∗f = f ◦ ι−1
n−1 = f ◦ ρn−1 = ρ∗n−1f.

(3.7)

Hence (di)∗(ρ
∗
nf) = ρ∗n−1f . The index i never enters the computation, so all

n+ 1 face pushforwards coincide with idC(X,Z).

Lemma 3.2. One has H0(G;Z) = C(X,Z) and Hn(G;Z) = 0 for all n ≥ 1.

Proof. By Lemma 3.1, for n ≥ 1 every (di)∗ is idC(X,Z), so

∂n =
( n∑
i=0

(−1)i
)

idC(X,Z) =

{
id, n even,

0, n odd,
and ∂0 = 0. (3.8)

The complex thus alternates between 0 and id,

· · · id−→ C(X,Z)
0−→ C(X,Z)

id−→ C(X,Z)
0−→ C(X,Z)→ 0, (3.9)
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and we read off homology degreewise:
• Degree 0. Here ∂0 = 0 and ∂1 = 0, so H0 = ker ∂0/ im ∂1 =

C(X,Z)/0 = C(X,Z).
• n even, n ≥ 2. Then ∂n = id is injective, so ker ∂n = 0 and Hn = 0.
• n odd, n ≥ 1. Then ∂n = 0, so ker ∂n = Cn. Also ∂n+1 = id (as n+ 1

is even), so im ∂n+1 = Cn. Hence Hn = Cn/Cn = 0.
Therefore H0(G;Z) = C(X,Z) and Hn(G;Z) = 0 for all n ≥ 1.

Remark 3.3. Lemma 3.2 is not new. For a zero-dimensional space, re-
garded as an ample groupoid consisting of units, the computation appears as
[3, Proposition 4.4], and it also follows from the identification of the groupoid
homology of a space with its compactly supported cohomology [2, 3.5(3)]. We
keep the elementary proof so that both sides of the comparison rest on the
same explicit model.

Remark 3.4. The vanishing in positive degrees is witnessed constructively
by a contracting homotopy. Define hn : Cn(G;Z)→ Cn+1(G;Z) by

hn :=

{
idC(X,Z), n odd,

0, n even.
(3.10)

A case check against ∂n ∈ {0, id} gives, for every n ≥ 1,

∂n+1hn + hn−1∂n = idCn(G;Z), (3.11)

so id ' 0 on the truncation in degrees ≥ 1: every positive-degree cycle is a
boundary. The relation fails in degree 0 (there h0 = 0 and h−1 = 0), which is
why H0 survives.

4. Classifying space and zeroth singular homology

Throughout this section X is the Cantor set, G = (X ⇒ X) is its unit
groupoid, and ιn, ρn are the mutually inverse homeomorphisms of Section 3.
The computation that identified the face maps there identifies every structure
map of the nerve: for monotone θ : [m] → [n], each entry of θ∗(x, . . . , x) is a
composite of units at x (Definition 2.6), hence equals x, so

θ∗ = ιm ◦ ρn. (4.1)

In particular every degeneracy map is si = ιn+1 ◦ ρn, and ρm ◦ θ∗ ◦ ιn = idX
for every monotone θ.
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Definition 4.1. For a topological space Y the constant simplicial space
cY is the simplicial space with (cY )n := Y for all n ≥ 0 and θ∗ := idY for
every monotone θ.

Lemma 4.2. Let X be the Cantor set, let G = (X ⇒ X) be its unit
groupoid, and let ρn : Gn → X be the homeomorphisms of Section 3. Then
ρ• := (ρn)n≥0 : G• → cX is an isomorphism of simplicial spaces.

Proof. Each ρn is a homeomorphism. For monotone θ : [m] → [n] the
compatibility square

Gn
θ∗−−−−→ Gm

ρn

y yρm
X

idX−−−−→ X

commutes:

ρm ◦ θ∗ = ρm ◦ ιm ◦ ρn by (4.1)

= ρn by (3.3)

= idX ◦ ρn.
(4.2)

Hence ρ• is a morphism of simplicial spaces, and since every ρn is a homeo-
morphism it is an isomorphism.

Geometric realization

For n ≥ 0 the standard n-simplex is

∆n :=
{
t = (t0, . . . , tn) ∈ [0, 1]n+1 :

∑n

i=0
ti = 1

}
, (4.3)

with the Euclidean topology. For a monotone θ : [m]→ [n] let θ∗ : ∆m → ∆n

be the affine map

(θ∗(t))j :=
∑

i∈θ−1(j)

ti, (4.4)

an empty sum being 0. It does land in ∆n, since its entries are nonnegative
and the fibers of θ partition [m], so

∑n
j=0(θ∗(t))j =

∑m
i=0 ti = 1. Being linear

in t, it is continuous. The assignment is functorial: (id[n])∗ = id∆n , and for
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monotone θ′ : [l]→ [m] and θ : [m]→ [n], t ∈ ∆l and j ∈ [n],

((θ ◦ θ′)∗(t))j =
∑

i∈(θθ′)−1(j)

ti by (4.4)

=
∑

k∈θ−1(j)

∑
i∈θ′−1(k)

ti partition of (θθ′)−1(j)

= (θ∗(θ
′
∗(t)))j . by (4.4)

(4.5)

Let L• be a simplicial space. The geometric realization is

|L•| :=
(∐
n≥0

∆n × Ln
)/
∼, (θ∗(t), y) ∼ (t, θ∗(y)), (4.6)

where ∼ denotes the equivalence relation generated by these identifications,
with θ ranging over all monotone maps [m] → [n] and (t, y) over ∆m × Ln.
Write Q for the quotient map, [t, y] := Q(t, y), and ∗0 for the unique point of
∆0. The classifying space of a topological groupoid G is BG := |G•|.

Lemma 4.3. An isomorphism of simplicial spaces f• : L• → L′• induces
a homeomorphism |f•| : |L•| → |L′•| with |f•|([t, y]) = [t, fn(y)] for all
(t, y) ∈ ∆n × Ln.

Proof. The continuous map
∐
n≥0(id∆n × fn) sends each generating pair

to a generating pair,

(θ∗(t), fn(y)) ∼ (t, θ∗(fn(y))) by (4.6)

= (t, fm(θ∗(y))), by Definition 2.5
(4.7)

so by the universal property of the quotient topology it descends to a con-
tinuous map |f•| with the stated formula. The same construction applied to
the inverse morphism (f−1

n )n≥0 gives a continuous map in the other direction,
and the two composites fix every class [t, y], so |f•| is a homeomorphism.

Lemma 4.4. For every topological space Y the maps

P : |cY | −→ Y, P ([t, y]) = y,  : Y −→ |cY |, (y) = [∗0, y], (4.8)

are mutually inverse homeomorphisms. In particular |cY | ∼= Y .
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Proof. • P is well defined and continuous. The projections
prY : ∆n × Y → Y assemble to a continuous map on

∐
n ∆n × Y that agrees

on each generating pair, since both sides carry the same second coordinate:
prY (θ∗(t), y) = y = prY (t, y). By the universal property of the quotient it
descends to a continuous P : |cY | → Y with P ([t, y]) = y.

•  is continuous. It is the composite

Y = ∆0 × Y ↪→
∐
n≥0

∆n × Y Q−−→ |cY | (4.9)

of the inclusion of the degree-0 summand with the quotient map, hence con-
tinuous. No hypothesis on Y is used. In particular, no product is taken with
a quotient map.

• P = idY . For y ∈ Y one has P ((y)) = P ([∗0, y]) = y.

• P = id|cY |. Fix (t, y) ∈ ∆n × Y and let θ : [n] → [0] be the unique
monotone map. Its affine map θ∗ : ∆n → ∆0 is constant with value ∗0, and
θ∗(y) = y in cY , so the generating relation gives

(∗0, y) = (θ∗(t), y) ∼ (t, y), that is, [∗0, y] = [t, y]. (4.10)

Hence (P ([t, y])) = (y) = [∗0, y] = [t, y], and as the classes [t, y] exhaust |cY |
we get P = id.

Thus P and  are mutually inverse continuous bijections, hence homeo-
morphisms.

Applying Lemma 4.3 to the isomorphism ρ• : G• → cX of Lemma 4.2, and
then Lemma 4.4, yields homeomorphisms

BG = |G•| ∼= |cX| ∼= X. (4.11)

Singular homology in degree zero

Definition 4.5. For a set I the direct sum is⊕
i∈I

Z := {a : I → Z : a(i) 6= 0 for only finitely many i ∈ I}, (4.12)

an abelian group under pointwise addition. For i ∈ I the standard generator
ei ∈

⊕
j∈I Z is given by ei(i) = 1 and ei(j) = 0 for j 6= i. Every element a

equals the finite sum
∑

i∈I, a(i)6=0 a(i) ei.
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The direct sum is the free abelian group on its standard generators: for
every abelian group A and every map ϕ : I → A there is exactly one homo-
morphism

⊕
i∈I Z → A with ei 7→ ϕ(i), namely a 7→

∑
a(i)6=0 a(i)ϕ(i). It is

additive because each a 7→ a(i) is, and it is unique because the ei generate.

Definition 4.6. Let Y be a topological space. A singular n-simplex in
Y is a continuous map σ : ∆n → Y . Write Sn(Y ) for the set of singular
n-simplices. The group of singular n-chains is the free abelian group

Csing
n (Y ;Z) :=

⊕
σ∈Sn(Y )

Z (4.13)

of Definition 4.5. We write σ also for the standard generator eσ. Since ∆0

is a point, the singular 0-simplices correspond to the points of Y . For y ∈ Y
we write 〈y〉 ∈ Csing

0 (Y ;Z) for the generator at y. The singular boundary

∂sing
n : Csing

n (Y ;Z)→ Csing
n−1(Y ;Z) is the homomorphism determined by

∂sing
n σ :=

n∑
i=0

(−1)i σ ◦ (δni )∗ (n ≥ 1), ∂sing
0 := 0, (4.14)

with Csing
−1 (Y ;Z) := 0 and (δni )∗ : ∆n−1 → ∆n the affine map of the coface δni ,

and the singular homology of Y is

Hsing
n (Y ;Z) :=

ker(∂sing
n )

im(∂sing
n+1)

, n ≥ 0. (4.15)

This is the standard singular chain complex [4, Section 2.1]. The identity
∂sing
n−1 ◦∂

sing
n = 0 follows exactly as in Lemma 2.12, with functoriality of θ 7→ θ∗

and Lemma 2.4 in place of part 2 of Lemma 2.10 and Lemma 2.7. Write
v0 := (1, 0) and v1 := (0, 1) for the two vertices of ∆1. Then (δ1

0)∗(∗0) = v1

and (δ1
1)∗(∗0) = v0, so the boundary of a singular 1-simplex σ is

∂sing
1 σ = 〈σ(v1)〉 − 〈σ(v0)〉. (4.16)

A continuous map u : Y → Y ′ induces homomorphisms

Csing
n (Y ;Z) −→ Csing

n (Y ′;Z)

given by σ 7→ u ◦ σ, which commute with the boundaries, because (u ◦ σ) ◦
(δni )∗ = u ◦

(
σ ◦ (δni )∗

)
. The assignment is functorial in u and is the iden-

tity for u = idY , so a homeomorphism induces isomorphisms Hsing
n (Y ;Z) ∼=

Hsing
n (Y ′;Z) in every degree. Combined with (4.11) this gives Hsing

• (BG;Z) ∼=
Hsing
• (X;Z) for the Cantor unit groupoid.
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Lemma 4.7. For every topological space Y the group Hsing
0 (Y ;Z) is

isomorphic to
⊕

C∈π0(Y ) Z, where π0(Y ) denotes the set of path com-
ponents of Y .

Proof. Two points of Y lie in the same path component if some continuous
map [0, 1]→ Y sends 0 to the one and 1 to the other. This is an equivalence
relation: constant paths give reflexivity, precomposition with t 7→ 1− t gives
symmetry, and concatenation of paths, continuous because [0, 1/2] and [1/2, 1]
form a finite closed cover of [0, 1], gives transitivity. The set of classes is
π0(Y ), and ȳ ∈ π0(Y ) denotes the class of y ∈ Y . Since ∂sing

0 = 0, the group

Hsing
0 (Y ;Z) is Csing

0 (Y ;Z)/ im ∂sing
1 . Write ≡ for congruence modulo im ∂sing

1 .
• Endpoints of 1-simplices. If y, y′ ∈ Y lie in the same path compo-

nent, there is a continuous σ : ∆1 → Y with σ(v0) = y and σ(v1) = y′: pre-
compose a path with the homeomorphism ∆1 → [0, 1] given by (t0, t1) 7→ t1,
which sends v0 to 0 and v1 to 1. Then ∂sing

1 σ = 〈y′〉 − 〈y〉 by (4.16), so
〈y〉 ≡ 〈y′〉. Conversely, for every singular 1-simplex σ the points σ(v0) and
σ(v1) lie in the same path component, since t 7→ σ(1− t, t) is a path between
them.
• The map β̄. Let β : Csing

0 (Y ;Z) →
⊕

C∈π0(Y ) Z be the unique homo-
morphism with β(〈y〉) = eȳ, which exists by the universal property stated
after Definition 4.5. For every singular 1-simplex σ,

β(∂sing
1 σ) = β(〈σ(v1)〉)− β(〈σ(v0)〉) by (4.16)

= e
σ(v1)

− e
σ(v0)

= 0, definition of β
(4.17)

because the two endpoints lie in the same path component. Hence β vanishes
on im ∂sing

1 and induces a homomorphism β̄ : Hsing
0 (Y ;Z)→

⊕
C∈π0(Y ) Z.

• The map α. Choose a point yC ∈ C for every C ∈ π0(Y ), and let
α :
⊕

C∈π0(Y ) Z → Hsing
0 (Y ;Z) be the unique homomorphism with α(eC) =

〈yC〉+ im ∂sing
1 , again by the universal property.

• Mutually inverse. On generators, β̄(α(eC)) = β(〈yC〉) = e yC = eC ,
so β̄ ◦α = id. For y ∈ Y the points y and yȳ lie in the same path component,
so 〈y〉 ≡ 〈yȳ〉 and

α
(
β̄(〈y〉+ im ∂sing

1 )
)

= α(eȳ) definition of β̄

= 〈yȳ〉+ im ∂sing
1 definition of α

= 〈y〉+ im ∂sing
1 . 〈y〉 ≡ 〈yȳ〉

(4.18)

The classes of the generators 〈y〉 generate Hsing
0 (Y ;Z), so α ◦ β̄ = id. Hence

α and β̄ are mutually inverse isomorphisms.
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Since X is totally disconnected, the image of every path [0, 1] → X is
connected, hence a singleton. Therefore every path component of X is a
singleton. We identify π0(X) = X, and Lemma 4.7 together with (4.11)
yields

Hsing
0 (BG;Z) ∼= Hsing

0 (X;Z) ∼=
⊕
x∈X

Z. (4.19)

Remark 4.8. Total disconnectedness forces every singular simplex ∆n →
X to be constant, since ∆n is connected, so Csing

n (X;Z) is free on the points
of X and each face sends the constant n-simplex at x to the constant (n− 1)-
simplex at x. The singular boundary is thus ∂sing

n =
(∑n

i=0(−1)i
)
id for n ≥ 1,

together with ∂sing
0 = 0: exactly the alternating pattern of the Moore complex

in Lemma 3.2. Consequently

Hsing
n (BG;Z) ∼= Hsing

n (X;Z) = 0 = Hn(G;Z) for n ≥ 1, (4.20)

so the two theories agree in every positive degree. They part company only in
degree 0, where the degree-0 groups are C(X,Z) for the Moore complex and⊕

x∈X Z for the singular complex: the same complex shape, but a countable
group against one of cardinality 2ℵ0 .

5. Cardinality separation

Recall from Definition 4.5 the direct sum
⊕

x∈X Z and its standard gen-
erators ex. The assignment x 7→ ex is injective, and |X| = |{0, 1}N| = 2ℵ0 ,
so ∣∣∣⊕

x∈X
Z
∣∣∣ ≥ |X| = 2ℵ0 . (5.1)

We bound C(X,Z) from the other side. The argument rests on the
elementary combinatorics of cylinders: for ε ∈ {0, 1}m and ε′ ∈ {0, 1}n
with m ≤ n,

[ε] ∩ [ε′] 6= ∅ ⇐⇒ ε is a prefix of ε′, in which case [ε′] ⊆ [ε]. (5.2)

Otherwise [ε] and [ε′] are disjoint. In particular the 2N level-N cylinders {[ε′] :
ε′ ∈ {0, 1}N} form a clopen partition of X, and each refines the partition at
every lower level.

Lemma 5.1. For every f ∈ C(X,Z) there exists N ∈ N such that f is
constant on each level-N cylinder.
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Proof. • Local trivialization. Fix f ∈ C(X,Z). Since f is locally
constant and the cylinders form a basis, each x ∈ X admits a cylinder [εx] 3 x
on which f ≡ f(x).
• Compactness. The family {[εx]}x∈X is an open cover of the compact

space X, so it has a finite subcover [εx1 ], . . . , [εxr ]. Put N := max1≤j≤r|εxj |.
• Constancy at level N . Fix ε′ ∈ {0, 1}N . The cylinder [ε′] is

nonempty, and since the [εxj ] cover X it meets some [εxj ]. As |εxj | ≤ N , the
dichotomy (5.2) forces [ε′] ⊆ [εxj ], and there f ≡ f(xj). Hence f is constant
on [ε′], with ε′ arbitrary.

Lemma 5.2. The group C(X,Z) is countably infinite.

Proof. For N ≥ 0 set

RN := {f ∈ C(X,Z) : f is constant on each level-N cylinder}. (5.3)

• Each RN is countable. Evaluation on the (finitely many) level-N

cylinders gives a homomorphism EN : RN → Z{0,1}N , where EN (f)(ε′) is the
value of f on the cylinder [ε′], well defined as f is constant there. It is an
isomorphism: its inverse sends g : {0, 1}N → Z to∑

ε′∈{0,1}N
g(ε′) 1[ε′], (5.4)

where 1[ε′] has value 1 on [ε′] and 0 elsewhere. This sum is locally constant,
hence lies in RN , and it is well defined because the level-N cylinders partition
X. The two composites are the identity by evaluation on cylinders. Since
{0, 1}N is finite, Z{0,1}N ∼= Z2N is countable, hence so is RN .
• Exhaustion. Refinement gives RN ⊆ RN+1, and Lemma 5.1 gives

C(X,Z) =
⋃
N≥0RN . Thus C(X,Z) is a countable union of countable groups,

hence countable. It contains the constants Z, so it is countably infinite, that
is, |C(X,Z)| = ℵ0.

By Lemma 5.2, |C(X,Z)| = ℵ0, whereas
∣∣⊕

x∈X Z
∣∣ ≥ 2ℵ0 by (5.1). The

two groups have different cardinalities, so there is no bijection between them,
a fortiori no group isomorphism:

C(X,Z) 6∼=
⊕
x∈X

Z. (5.5)

Together with H0(G;Z) = C(X,Z) and Hn(G;Z) = 0 for n ≥ 1 (Lemma 3.2)
and Hsing

0 (BG;Z) ∼=
⊕

x∈X Z (4.19), this proves Proposition 1.1.
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The example locates the mismatch. In degree 0 the Matui-type theory
sees locally constant integer-valued functions on the unit space, the singular
theory path components. On a totally disconnected space the first group is
countable and the second is free of rank 2ℵ0 , so the two invariants come apart
at the first degree where either of them is nonzero. Above that degree they
agree, by Remark 4.8.
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